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There, Adam and Jacob met Ryan Banks, who lived in an apartment next door. (Tr., p. 
1052, In: 6-18.) 
Ryan was 20 years old and had recently moved out of his parent's home to be on 
his own. Ryan was described both as a caring person and someone who, at times, could 
be aggressive and violent. (Tr., p. 1112, In: 10-16; p. 1652, In: 6-11.) Ryan kept a 
collection of knives in his room, including a machete, a folding pocket knife, and a 
fixed-blade hunting knife. (State's Ex. 18, 19; Tr., p. 954, In: 4-21.) Both Jacob and Adam 
knew that Ryan usually carried the hunting knife on him underneath his clothing. (Tr., 
p. 1110, In: 1-4; p. 1111, In: 1-3; p. 1283, In: 6-8.) 
Adam initially took Ryan under his wing and acted as kind of a mentor to him. 
(State's Ex. 116, 117.) They hung out, played video games, and went fishing together. 
(Tr., pp. 1052, In: 22-23; State's Ex. 116, 117.) He, Jacob, and Ryan became friends over 
the course of several months. (Tr., pp. 1052, In: 9-25.) 
Over Christmas break in 2016, Adam's room at Park Village was flooded from a 
leak upstairs. (Tr., p. 1265, In: 20-22.) Management moved him into a model apartment 
across a courtyard from his old apartment. (Tr., p. 1266, In: 5-8.) 
A heated argument on a bitterly cold night 
January 5, 2017, was unusually cold and snowy in Boise. In fact, the winter of 
2016 - 2017 set local records for snowfall. See e.g., IdahoNews.com, "January 4, 2017: A 
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TRUCTIO 0. 28 
To have the benefit of self-defense or the defense of another. the circumstances justifying a 
killing must be such as to render it unavoidable. If you believe from the evidence, and beyond a 
reasonable doubt, that the defendant was the initial aggres or to raise the threat or specter of 
deadly force with the apparent intent to take the life of the said deceased or to do him such 
erious bodily injury as nught result in death, then he would not be permitted to excuse the 
killing on the ground of self-defense or the defense of another. even though he should thereafter 
have been compelled to act in his own defense or the defense of another, unless you find all of 
the following occurred: 
l . The defendant, in good faith first, \vithdraws from further aggressive action, and: 
2. The defendant communicates his withdrawaJ from further aggressive action to the 
victim by word or act. 
The "initial aggressor" is the person who first acts in such a manner that creates a 
reasonable belief in another person's mind that deadly force is about to be used on that other 
person. The actual striking of the first blow or inflicting of the first wound, however. does not 
necessarily determine who the initial aggressor was. Arguing, using abusive language. calling a 
person names or the like unaccompanied by physical threats or acts does not make a person an 
initial aggressor and does not j ustify physical force. 
